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to a fault, and sympathetic, those who were near
his person loved the man for himself. Probably
there never was a Ruler who was more delightfully
amiable. Though his disposition may be said to
have been weak, there were occasions when his
apparent infirmity of will was converted into a
stubbornness nearly heroic. In the war of 1866,
in defiance of the arguments of his relatives, he
espoused the cause of Austria against that of
Prussia. When the Prussian arms triumphed,
Louis was treated with no harsh hand by King
William, who in 1870-71 found in the Grand Duke,
who commanded the Hessian infantry, a zealous
General, whom the Prussian Monarch specially
thanked for his able services in the field.
Probably the Grand Duke would have descended
to the tomb as a pattern of domestic virtue (for
he was a devoted husband as the consort of Princess
Alice, and an exemplary father) had he not been
of a too susceptible nature.   It was the lot of this
gentle and sincere Prince to become the victim
of a woman's wiles.   Not many years after the
death of his wife, he fell into the toils of a lady
whose blandishments, beauty, and cunning brought
him to her feet.   She was the widow of the former
Russian Attach^ to the Court of Hesse Darmstadt,
and though she lacked high station she commanded
charms   which   have  brought   other   illustrious
individuals   to  love   captivity.   Aghast   at  the
prospective union of her son-in-law with "the
Kol&nine,"  Queen Victoria sent the Prince of
Wales and his niece, Princess Victoria of Hes$e>